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Context
2020 was a remarkable year. The ongoing COVID-19
pandemic revealed the frailty of humanity. Science was and
remains challenged by its rampant spread and globally,
life shifted dramatically from ‘racing to pacing’. In its wake
it brought enormous challenges as well as wonderful
opportunities for rethinking our way of being in the world,
while at the same time revealing the disastrous levels of
global inequality. It has also brought to the fore the invasive
nature of greed but also the resilience of the poor to mobilise.
For the first time we have felt the global impact of living in
the age of the anthropocene- the geological epoch which
dates back to the start of significant human impact on the
earth’s geology and ecosystems. The term ‘capitalocene’
has been coined by some, a term which draws attention to
the large-scale impact of the industries of capitalism on the
world’s resources, compared to that of regular citizens. The
most dramatic revelation of global capital calamity was when
oil prices hit ‘-0’ dollars, oil refineries were over producing
and there was no place to store the refined oils. The global
health pandemic brought the fabric that sustains modern
production, oil production and oil demand to a halt. Just for
a moment the underbelly of corporations, and powers and
principalities was exposed.
What all Black & Peoples’ Liberation theologies were saying,
agitating against and fighting to dismantle, for the past
sixty years and more, was exposed for what it is: race, class,
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gender and disparities were starkly exposed; the frailties
of life, and ongoing exploitation were displayed for what
they were by the stroke of a pandemic. Oppressed people
worldwide experienced this pandemic as yet another
burden in addition to the pandemics brought upon them
in five hundred years of imperialist invasions, colonization,
oppression, enslavement, and capitalist exploitation.
Similarly, gender-based violence has been described as a
pandemic, hugely exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic.
If the 1960s was a moment to shift theological gear from the
dominant, Eurocentric, colonial theological discourse, this
pandemic has provided sufficient evidence to reinvigorate
the theologies of liberation to provide the impetus for
critical engagement by building communities that are
resolute in their endeavours to bring about real change.
This Camissa Project hopes to join and deepen the global
debate, the research into the resilience of Black Liberation
Theology, and action that is simply based on the principle
of equality of and equity for all of God’s creation to advance
real change. It seeks to be a forum that will contribute to
the restoration of hope and the building of solidarity at a
time when lives have been disrupted and where millions
continue to struggle to hold life and limb together. It
aims to reinvigorate the desire for sustained and systemic
transformation and aid the translation of its theological
base into practical acts.

Motivation
One of Africa’s most respected theologians, Tinyiko
Maluleke, has called Allan Boesak “our Martin Luther King
and James Cone rolled into one.” As preacher, prophet,
pastor, theologian, ecumenist, author, political and human
rights activist for approximately fifty years, Allan Aubrey
Boesak represents perhaps the clearest picture of a truly
organic theologian. It is through the lens of his works that the
project proposes to explore the consistency and resilience of
black liberation theological thought by journeying with him
through a structured and engaging project.
A Camissa Project is derived from the name ‘Camissa’,
meaning ‘place of sweet waters’, identified as the name used
by the indigenous Khoi people for ‘Cape Town’. In recent years
this name has been revived by history, heritage and memory
activists. It situates the project where it belongs: within
the realm of the first foundational peoples of the southern
tip of Africa, in the context of land theft, displacement and
occupation, while yet remaining historically inclusive. The
name is a reminder of the centrality of water for life, and the
possibility of co-existing around the streams that flow from
the mountain. It is also a reminder of water’s natural capacity
for navigating its way resiliently and consistently as it sets its
course. Historically its significance looms large: on the shores
of Camissa is where in the 1600s, Jan van Riebeek, in the first
overt act of land theft, built his first fortifications, from where
he sought to control trade to and from the Cape. The Khoi
resisted. As such, this became the first site of struggle for the
land against the colonizing powers.
This Camissa Project in collaboration with Professor
Boesak, will trace the rise, development, and resilience of
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Black Liberation Theology in South Africa, and answers
the question why, despite Eurocentric academic disdain
and efforts to marginalise it, Black theology has remained
powerfully relevant and in recent years has rekindled the
passion of a new generation. The project seeks to reveal the
confluence of the many tributaries that have worked against
suffering and struggled for freedom in South Africa. At the
same time, it wants to evaluate the freedoms that were found
and continue to deepen the quest for sustainable justice that
is grounded in reflective praxis, drawing from the wells of
the WORD both ancient and immediate, through the lived
experiential lens of Professor Boesak.
Over 50 years he has produced a body of work that takes us
back through the [biblical] origins of oppression, struggles
with the narrative of God, re-evaluates the work of many
reformers, and facilitates understandings of suffering and
oppressions. His work offers a glimpse into the frailty of
powers and principalities as modern-day empires collapse.
The ongoing global quest to set God’s people free: from the
southern tip of Africa to Cairo in the north, from Palestine
to Afghanistan, from Myanmar to the UK, from China to the
Americas and beyond all borders that restrict movements of
people, will be brought under the spotlight.
The project’s historicization attempts to extrapolate the
consistency of critical thinking and critical voices in Black
Liberation Theology. The project is also futuristic as it
engages the realities of all of God’s creation offering hope,
providing visions for new life, and maintaining consistency
and relevance in the quest for justice.

Methodology
The methods that will be employed to present and reflect
on 50 years of Black Liberation Theology, it’s thoughts,
works and engagements will be: (1) a webinar series of 8
lectures undertaken by Professor Boesak, followed by (2) the
production of a 10-volume publication based largely on the
lectures (8 volumes) and 2 additional volumes that consider
contemporary sermons and themes speaking to the handing
over of the baton to a younger generation who will ensure that
the black theology project is sustained. The lecture material
will also be supplemented by the panellists responses and a
selection of papers specific to the lecture topics.
The webinar lecture series will be held at St George’s
Cathedral in Cape Town, also known as “The Peoples’
Cathedral”. It will be livestreamed in the presence of a small
audience, in keeping with South African covid protocols for
gatherings and events. Each session will last for a maximum of
two hours. Each session will consist of a lecture by Professor
Boesak, input by a panel of respondents, in particular the
theologians of a younger generation from Southern Africa
and further abroad, followed by participant interaction.
Time and technology permitting, online interaction will also
be invited.
The eight lectures trace the rise, development, and resilience
of Black Liberation Theology in South Africa, viewed through
the lens of the evolution of Professor Boesak’s own theology.
They aim to answer the questions about why, despite
Eurocentric academic disdain and efforts at complete
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marginalisation, Black theology has remained powerfully
relevant and in recent years has rekindled the passion of a
new generation.
A 10-volume publication will be produced. They will include
the text of each lecture as well as the inputs from the
respondents complemented by two short pieces by scholars
and practitioners involved in the field.
The publication will be presented as a commemorative
boxed series. It will consist of 10 volumes: volumes 1-8 will
consist of the lectures, responses, and discussions. Volume
9 will consist of a selection of sermons by Professor Boesak
in the ten-year period between 2011 and 2021, which will
illustrate the ways in which a black theological reading of the
Bible can set us free to preach the Word clearly, boldly, and
prophetically. Volume 10 will cover Black Theology’s reach
on issues of global struggle, global solidarity, and issues of
COVID-19, race, authoritarianism, nationalism, Christianity
and fascism.
The Cathedral’s place in the history of the struggle is well
remembered by Professor Boesak as a place where Steve
Biko and others were memorialised.
The project intends to contribute to the scholarly endeavours
that appreciate the dynamic experiential nature of Black
Liberation Theology as it finds expression in ongoing
struggles to free people globally from oppressive forces.

The
Cathedral
Lectures
“THE FIRE, THE RIVER, AND THE
SCORCHED EARTH BETWEEN:
THE RISE, RELEVANCE,
AND RESILIENCE OF BLACK
THEOLOGY IN SOUTH AFRICA”
Fifty Years of Black Theological
Thinking and Doing

The late Vuyani Vellem has pointed to efforts to “push Black
theology into the doldrums.” His, and Tinyiko Maluleke have
been prominent voices in the phase of the struggle to keep
the black theology project alive, and that has ultimately
been successful. These youthful voices have re-affirmed
and reclaimed the enduring relevance of Black Liberation
Theology in South Africa, and it is clear that there is a new
generation to whom the baton can be handed over. Many of
those voices are represented in the youth participation in this
project, both from South Africa and abroad, affirming Allan
Boesak’s insistence that the struggles for freedom, justice,
and dignity are struggles of global solidarity, from South
Africa and the African continent to Palestine; and from the
United States and Latin America to Asia, and the diaspora in
Europe and the United Kingdom.
This new generation is central to this project. It is to those
creative, imaginative, and revolutionary minds that the
Cathedral Lectures.

The series will comprise of 8 lectures and a final roundtable
of elders. The lectures will take place on the following
Saturdays at 4pm (GMT+2):
Lecture 1: 26 June 2021
Lecture 2: 24 July 2021
Lecture 3: 14 August 2021
Lecture 4: 11 September 2021
Lecture 5: 9 October 2021
Lecture 6: 30 October 2021
Lecture 7: 13 November 2021
Lecture 8: 27 November 2021
Elders roundtable: 3 December 2021
The roundtable of elders will be a dynamic exchange of
older theologians who will symbolically hand over the
baton in this gathering.
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Cathedral
Lectures
“THE FIRE, THE RIVER, AND THE
SCORCHED EARTH BETWEEN:
THE RISE, RELEVANCE,
AND RESILIENCE OF BLACK
THEOLOGY IN SOUTH AFRICA”
Fifty Years of Black Theological
Thinking and Doing

LECTURE ONE

LECTURE TWO

26 June 2021

24 July2021

From Farewell to Innocence to the Need for a Fighting God
Discovering KImpa Vita and Rediscovering Miriam – A
Journey toward Freedom

“The Fire, the River, and the Scorched Earth Between –
Black Theology and the Struggles for Liberation

Lecture one will explore the beginnings of Black liberation
theology in Africa and trace the development of modern Black
theology through the 1970s to the present by highlighting and
discussing its main themes, its bonds with Black America, the
religion of the enslaved Africans and the expression of modern
Black theology as reflected in the work of James Cone. The
lecture will discuss Black theology and its relationship with Black
Consciousness and Black power. It will explore the two religions
that emerged from colonisation, slavery and resistance; how a
theology designed for slaves and savages became a theology
of liberation. It will discuss Black theology’s notions of power
and the meaning of the notion of “innocence and pseudoinnocence.” It will make reference to the rediscovery of the
role of Miriam and the women in the story of the exodus and
question Black theology’s uncritical acceptance of Moses and
the patriarchal tradition of the exodus. It will journey with
Jesus of Nazareth son of Mary and Joseph to the Aryan Jesus,
“whose dark eyes magically [took] on the colour of the sky
from which he descended and to which he returned”, to Jesus
the Black Messiah from occupied Galilee, to the “first Black
man to be lynched by empire” as the Lord and Saviour of the
crucified classes.

Lecture two will focus on Black theology as a contextual,
prophetic, people’s theology, its organic place within the
struggles of the people against empire, its encapsulation of
the struggles, the hopes, aspirations, dreams, and legitimate
expectations of the people (“the hopeful sizwe.”) The title
metaphorises the struggle toward freedom, dignity, and
equity: the fires of revolution set by the people as well as
the fire burning inside the people for liberation, justice, and
peace. The river is the dream of freedom and wholeness
gleaming in the distance, the fulfilment of what Biko called
Africa’s greatest gift to humanity: “To give the world a human
face.” The scorched earth is the journey toward that river.
This journey will take us from the resistance of South Africa’s
indigenous peoples against colonialism and 17th century
imperialism to the resistance against apartheid to the new
post-1994 struggles with the new pharaohs on this side of
our Red Sea, all intimately connected with the struggles for
justice and freedom across the globe. Throughout we wrestle
with the question, how shall we reach the river of freedom,
dignity and full humanity?
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FOR BOOKINGS
LECTURE THREE

LECTURE FOUR

14 August 2021

11 September 2021

“With one Ear at the Mouth of God and the Other at the
Mouth of the People”:
The Black Theologian as Exegete of Scripture and of Life.

“No Nation Can Win a Struggle without Faith”
When a Theology of Refusal Meets the Politics of Refusal

“The Black preacher,” wrote Womanist theologian Katie
Cannon, “lives with one ear at the mouth of God, and the
other at the mouth of the people.” Here we will explore
the relationship between Black theology and the Scriptures
and the Bible as site of struggle. We will test James Cone’s
assertion that “the Black theologian is an exegete of Scripture
and of life.” We discuss the critical questions raised within
Black theological debate about the role and the efficacy of
the Bible for Black theology and for oppressed communities.
Desmond Tutu has described the Bible as “the most radical,
revolutionary book ever written.” To which I have added, “And
the most dangerous.” “Today,” Vuyani Vellem has written, “I
fear for the Bible in the hands of the African Christian.” As
such, does the Bible have a central place in Black theology
still today, and if so, why?

This lecture will continue to examine the role of Black theology
and the prophetic church in the struggle for freedom in
South Africa. After 1960, the prophetic church (the church
Albert Luthuli was such a splendid representative of) lost
its voice, and the prophetic presence disappeared. In 1976
the children of Soweto brought the revolution to the streets
of South Africa and into the church, and confronted the
apartheid regime with a demand for freedom unprecedented
in our history. The years following saw churches previously
silent join the movement of the prophetic church. In 1979,
the South African Council of Churches took a decisive step
toward re-establishing that prophetic presence. What I then
called “the theology of refusal” met “the politics of refusal”
in the revolution of the ‘80s. Along the way we learn from
our ancestors: Khoi leaders Krotoa and Klaas Stuurman,
from Free State revolutionary leaders Catharina Symmons,
Charlotte Mxeke, Cecilia Makiwane and Katie Louw. We
will learn from co-revolutionists in the USA, Henry Highland
Garnet, Frederick Douglass, and Martin Luther King J. We will
learn from that great example of Christian commitment to the
struggle, Chief Albert Luthuli. We will ask the question: can
Black theology reclaim that theology and politics of refusal in
light of South Africa’s post-1994 political and social history?
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LECTURE FIVE

LECTURE SIX

9 October 2021

30 October 2021

“What Makes You So Strong?” – Black Theology and the
Spirituality of Struggle

“Not a Theology of Absolutes.”
Learning, Unlearning, and Re-learning: Towards a More
Complete Liberation.
This lecture will explore the meaning of Steve Biko’s definition
of Black theology, which he calls “a theology not of absolutes.”
We will return more fully to Miriam and the exodus tradition
as foundational paradigm for Black theology, and we will ask
what that means for Black theology in post-94 South Africa.
We will examine Aimé Cesairé’s dictum concerning “the
singularity of our blackness.” What does this emphasis mean
for Black liberation theology and gender, Black theology
and sexuality, (the LGBTQI community), Black theology and
identity politics, and Black theology and ecojustice? And
what does this singularity imply as we strive towards a “new,
common, humanity” characterised by equity, diversity, and
inclusivity?

Beginning with a re-reading of a sermon, “The Audacity to
Hope”, in Dr Jeremiah A Wright’s book, What Makes You
So Strong? Sermons of Joy and Strength, we will seek to
understand better Black liberation theology as a source for
a spirituality of struggle, and hence a source of its, and our,
resilience. We will revisit South Africa’s resources for spirituality
during the final phases of the anti-apartheid struggle – the
ABRECSA Charter (1981), the Belhar Confession (1982/1986),
the Day of Prayer for the downfall of the apartheid regime
(1985); the Kairos Document (1985). However the spirituality
of Black theology is rooted in the spirituality of our people.
What did that mean for us? We will probe the central meaning
and significance of these documents in their contexts and
test their relevance for our contexts today. The lecture will
raise the question, is a spirituality, so indispensable for the
struggle against colonialism and apartheid, still necessary for
the ongoing struggles today?
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LECTURE SEVEN

LECTURE EIGHT

13 November 2021

27 November 2021

“They Shall Know That There Was a Prophet Among Them.”
Preaching, Faith, Hope, and Resistance amidst Calamities.

“What is that in your Hand?”
An Agenda for a New Generation – Black Theology and the
Future.

Black theology is a prophetic, people’s theology. A Crucial
element of this claim is the relationship between Black
liberation theology and Black liberation preaching. Steve
Biko’s scathing admonition to Black preachers will be our guide
through this lecture: “Thus if Christianity in its introduction
was corrupted by the inclusion of aspects which made it the
ideal religion for the colonisation of people, nowadays in its
interpretation it is the ideal religion for the maintenance of the
subjugation of the same people.” I believe that without the
ability to bring theology to the pulpit, in the language of the
people and in speech which is the arsenal of the oppressed,
offering oppressed marginalised people a different, countercolonising interpretation of the Bible, Black theology fails
in this quest. With this in mind, I will follow the growth and
development of my own preaching, visiting historic moments
and events where preaching strengthened the faith of the
people, restored hope, and nurtured resistance. From “The
Finger of God” and “Comfort and Protest” to “Walking on
Thorns” and “The Fire Within” this lecture will probe what
it means, as the Black Church in America puts it, “to preach
with power.”

This last lecture will propose an agenda for a new generation
of Black theologians taking over the baton from an older
generation. It will discuss the challenges for Black liberation
theology in post-1994 South Africa and the global implications
of our faith in community with others across the world. It will
speak of the ongoing global revolutions we are (or should
be) a part of. We will discuss issues of empire and the global
imperial presence, global struggle, global solidarity, and
following Iranian scholar Hamid Debashi and the late Indian
lay theologian M.M. Thomas, we will discuss how we should
understand the concept and reality of revolution gripping
the world today. We will engage the issues of colonialism,
coloniality, and decoloniality, and read those through the
perspective of Black liberation theology. In conclusion we will
return to the Exodus motif in Black theology and propose a
different reading of the burning bush and its significance for
liberation theology.
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REV DR JEREMIAH WRIGHT
Rev Dr Jeremiah Wright is one of the
strongest and clearest prophetic voices in
America today, standing in the tradition of
the prophetic Black Church and Dr Martin
Luther King Jr. A renowned preacher, he is
pastor emeritus of Trinity United Church of
Christ in Chicago, Illinois, co-founder and
member of the Board of Trustees of the
Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference.

PROF PULENG LENKABULA
Professor Puleng LenkaBula is a South
African academic, the first ever female vicechancellor of the University of South Africa
(UNISA) in 148 years of its existence and
an advocate committed to the race and
gender transformation agenda . She studied
theological ethics at the University of South
Africa, writing a PhD thesis on the ethics of
bioprospecting.

REV DR ALLAN BOESAK
Rev Dr Allan Aubrey Boesak hails from the
Northern Cape in South Africa. His reputation
as a theologian/activist, preacher/prophet
reaches back to 1976 at the start of the
Soweto Uprisings. Since then he has become
one of the leading voices in global struggles
for human rights. The author of more than 20
books, Prof Boesak currently teaches at the
University of Pretoria.

REV DR MITRI RAHEB
Rev Dr Mitri Raheb is a Palestinian Christian,
one of Palestine’s most well-known theologians
and the former pastor at the Lutheran
Christmas Church in Bethlehem. The author of
more than 40 books, Dr Raheb is currently the
President of Dar al-Kalima University College
of Arts and Culture in Bethlehem. He is one of
the most respected voices for justice, peace
and freedom in the region.
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The Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference
(SDPC) is named to honor the late Rev. Dr.
Samuel DeWitt Proctor - a global 20th century
educator, theologian, and civic leader - the
overarching organization’s goals are to strengthen
the individual and collective capacity of thought
leaders and activists in the academy, church
and community through education, advocacy,
and activism. Founded in 2003, it is a respected
network of ecumenical congregations, clergy and
lay leaders that embodies the values of academic
excellence, transgenerational engagement, and
community outreach as evidence of faith and
Christian witness.
McCormick Theological Seminary was founded
in 1829, a leader in the Chicago faith community
since 1860. It is a seminary with a long history of
high academic standards and a commitment to
social justice, ecumenism. It is open to dialogue
that seeks to embody and create a more just
and compassionate world through rigorous
academic study, practical experience, spiritual
formation and an active, engaged learning
community.
Act Ubumbano We are a network of Southern
African and European organisations working for
economic, gender and environmental justice.
We do this by facilitating critical reflection on
our social justice practice, listening to the voices
of those who are most affected by injustice,
and supporting innovative and collaborative
solidarity initiatives that address unjust power
relations globally.
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University of Pretoria - Faculty of Theology
and Religion. It facilitates life-affirming values by
seeking to teach theologies that are constructive,
critical, relevant, contextual and engaging. Its
main mission is to nurture transformative leaders
that serve academia, faith-communities and
society as a whole by promoting justice, peace,
integrity and ultimately reconciling diversity in
order to let human life flourish in Africa.
Bringing the story of Palestine to the world
Born and raised in Bethlehem, Palestine, Rev.
Dr. Mitri Raheb is the co-founder of Bright
Stars of Bethlehem and currently serves as
President of Dar al-Kalima University of Arts
and Culture. Previously, he served as Pastor
of Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem
as well as President of Diyar Consortium, a
network of Lutheran institutions that he founded
in 1995. He has been described as “the most
widely published Palestinian theologian,”
and participates in theological dialogue,
peacebuilding, and dream-making throughout
the world. Rev. Mitri Raheb says, “Our aim is that
our people, who admire stars, will dare to look
up and dream, to believe in goals to strive for
and develop a new sense of hope, community,
beauty, and faith.” This is why, for Bright Stars of
Bethlehem, hope is what we do!

Founding
institutions

Project
team

There are two lead institutions involved with initiating the project. One is the
Academy for Theological & Historical Research (ATHR) is a recently founded
organisation working on memory within the South African Black Dutch
Reformed tradition. The second partner St George’s Cathedral (SGC) of
the Anglican Church in Cape Town, which has a diverse history of struggle.
Under the tutelage of Archbishop Desmond Tutu it became a platform for
the liberation struggles in South Africa.

Members of the project’s working committee are Dean Michael Weeder, Ds
Derrick Marco with Rev Courtney Sampson as its chair. Project support is
provided by Pastor Olivia Nagan (administrator), with Dr Bonita Bennett and
Ms Florence Devries providing editorial support. Financial management
will be done by Afri-Peak.
Design and illustration: Graeme Arendse
Webinar technical services: Penny Lane Studios
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