ACSA COVID ADVISORY TEAM
Updated Guidelines for Church worship services- 25 May 2021
The ACSA Covid Advisory Team continues to measure and monitor events around this pandemic as
they unfold and provide advice to the church in terms of the most appropriate measures we can put
in place as our response.
Our point of departure is always to save lives. We last updated guidelines around Easter and we
appreciate the ongoing support and commitment to this imperative being demonstrated largely
through-out the Province.
In this vein of continued self-regulation we are issuing this updated guideline and also adding a
humble request that Bishops please consider issuing appropriate instructions in their various Dioceses.
The table of recorded infection rates is shown below:

We have long advocated and continue to do so, that vaccination is our best defence against the virus.
We are of course all aware that our roll out of the vaccine has encountered a number of hiccups and

we have not vaccinated as many people as we had hoped to do by now. Presently, less than 7% of the
population has been vaccinated.

In addition, when we look at the year on year daily infection rates we will see the following:
•
•

25 May 2020 – 1032 and we were in hard lockdown level 5 as compared to
25 May 2021 – 3084 level 1 lockdown .

Gauteng is registering the highest infection rates and so special attention is needed in this region.
(some suburbs in Gauteng saw a sharp increase in infections following a religious celebration,
supporting the view that faith based gatherings can be super spreaders).

This upward trend and the sharp increase in infections is a concern, especially as many of our churches
are operating with the maximum number allowed under the country’s level 1 lockdown rules. Winter
is approaching and this brings an even greater danger of increased infections in closed indoor spaces.
At the same time the Team also considered the harsh economic reality that is being faced by many
parishes and dioceses; the challenges around the cost of and access to data; the possible disturbance
to the rhythm in having just gotten more people to attend church as well as the deep seated need for
some form of normalization.

The reality is that we will only be in a position to work towards normalisation of church, once we have
vaccinated at least 70% of our members. Until that point is reached, we need to continue to err on
the side of caution and do what we must to save lives.

The COVID Advisory team advises as follows:
1. Decrease the number of people at all services to a maximum of 50 , if the church is able to
accommodate 50 people within the COVID guidelines. In the event that the building is smaller
and not able to accommodate 50 people then to a maximum of 50% of the capacity of the
building.
2. Social distancing of 1,5 meters has to be enforced even for members of the same family, as if
they are allowed to sit together, then the 1,5m distance between them and other worshippers
is not being maintained.
3. Every service must have 2 dedicated COVID compliance officers who will ensure that:
a. A register and contact details is taken at every service. (These need to be kept safely
and may only be destroyed seven(7) months after the State of Disaster has been
lifted.)
b. All individuals coming into the building are screened, including the priest, lay ministers
and altar servers.
c. The maximum number of 50 to include the priest and worship parties.
d. Masks to be worn at all times, covering the mouth and nose.
e. Hand sanitisers to be used upon entry to the church.

f.
g.
h.
i.

The Church must be well ventilated
Church mics, pulpit and lectern must be sanitised after each use.
No singing allowed.
Communion in one kind only.

We also continue to call on all our church members and communities to please consider being
vaccinated and to register on the EVDS system when called upon to do so.
Recognising that vaccination is the best way to get us back to some semblance of regular worship, it
is in the interest of every parish to try to reach 70% coverage of vaccinated parishioners. In this light,
we encourage every parish to have a registration drive to register all eligible parishioners and to
support vaccination centres to run as efficiently as possible,
Means of registering:

